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Continued from page 14 
The choral conducting section of the book is not 
tended to be all inclusive, but touches only on 
practical essentials. Rhythm is stressed as of para- 
‘mount importance for surely in amateur choirs this 
‘is a fundamental problem of musical expression. 
‘Conducting beat patterns and their use are discussed 
"as well as such important techniques as the prepa- 
ratory beat, entrance and release indications, proper 
‘tempi, and expressiveness. A section on the contro- 
yersial subject of choral blend is provided. Again 
Peterson refers to the case of “beautiful sustained 
speech” as the basis for good singing with resultant 
choral blend. 


A chapter on choral responses and chants gives 


4 suggestions for solving the problems of the natural 


"flow of phrases, clean attacks and releases, and the 


| avoidance of boredom in the repeated singing of 


fesponses in worship. The final chapter discusses 
' musical terminology and musical style by periods in 
‘music history. The latter would be useful to assist 
'in tasteful interpretation of period music used by 
directors not adequately acquainted with style. A 
list of anthems based on the church year is provided 
' for mixed choir, children’s choir, male and female 
choirs. Included is a short list of cantatas and ex- 
tended choral works. 


This book has many features to recommend it. 


| Although brief in some areas, it should be read by 


those interested in voice and choral training. 


Marlowe W. Johnson 
Greenville, Pa. 
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